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The agricultural bounties of
Breckinridge County became
the dinner menu for parents

and special guests of Hardinsburg
Elementary School in October as the
Kountry Kidz Kitchen went into busi-
ness. The student-run “restaurant”
was the end result of a summer work-
shop held by Kentucky Agriculture
and Environment in the Classroom
(KAEC).

KAEC is a nonprofit organization
administered by the Kentucky Depart-
ment of Agriculture. It promotes the
understanding and appreciation of agri-
culture while also emphasizing the
importance of the environment to agri-
cultural production. Its mission is to
integrate agriculture and the environ-
ment in classrooms across the
Commonwealth.

“This is a great example of how
agriculture and the environment can be
used to teach a diverse curriculum,”
said Rayetta Boone, director of KDA’s
Division of Agriculture and Environ-
mental Education. “Teachers who have
worked with KAEC take these materials
and incorporate them across the board
in their classes. The students who ran
this restaurant discovered the worlds of
finance, business, career and math, but
they also found out what agricultural
products are grown in their own
county, how those crops become viable
products through processing, and how
you sell those goods.”

“We studied a restaurant as a busi-
ness, its relationship to agriculture and
to a community,” said teacher Dana
Carman, who with teacher Charmaine
Henning attended a KAEC workshop in

Restaurant
teaches kids
agriculture

See KAEC, page 8

By BYRON BREWER
Kentucky Agricultural News

Richie Farmer era begins

Left: Agriculture
Commissioner Richie
Farmer takes the oath
of office from Judge

Renee H. Muncy, left,
as Commissioner

Farmer’s wife,
Rebecca, holds the
Bible during cere-
monies Jan. 5 in

Frankfort. Below:
Commissioner Farmer
after the swearing-in

ceremony.
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Bagdad Roller Mills honored

Louisville television personality Barry Bernson, left, presents the Greater Louisville
Agribusiness of the Year Award to Bill Tucker of Bagdad Roller Mills at the 2003

Farm-City Celebration luncheon in November in Louisville.

Ag Expo adds sessions
on forages, biofuels
UK College of Agriculture

WHAT: UK winter lambing

school

WHEN: Feb. 4

WHERE: UK Animal Research

Center, Versailles

Lambing school focuses
on critical first 72 hours
UK College of Agriculture

Forage program busier than ever
KAN staff report

A winter lambing school of-
fered at the UK Animal Re-
search Center in February will

focus on teaching new and veteran
sheep producers essential skills to
help get their
ewes through
critical stages of
late gestation,
lambing, and
early lactation.

The annual
event is scheduled
for Feb. 4 at the
UK Animal Re-
search Center on
U.S. 62 near Versailles, in Woodford
County.

Applied management and hands-
on opportunities related to the care of
the ewe in late gestation through creep
feeding of lambs will be covered in two
sessions beginning at 8:30 a.m. and 12
p.m. EST.

“We want producers to realize the

most critical time in a lamb’s life is the
first 72 hours,” said Monty Chappell,
UK sheep specialist. “If they make it
through that time, usually they will be
well on their way to market. Neo-natal
lamb care can mean the difference

between profit
and loss in the
sheep business.”

Registration
is free and should
be sent by Feb. 2
to: 2004 Winter
Lambing School,
911 W.P. Garrigus
Building, Univer-
sity of Kentucky,

Lexington, KY 40546-0215.
For more information, contact

Monty Chappell by phone at (859) 257-
2716 or by e-mail at
mchappel@ca.uky.edu.

Attendees will be expected to fol-
low biosecurity procedures and cannot
have been outside the U.S. during the
seven days prior to the field day.

The Kentucky Department of
Agriculture’s forage testing
program is receiving and ana-

lyzing more hay samples than ever as
increasing numbers of Kentucky
farmers are producing more and
better quality hay.

Producers are using tobacco settle-
ment funds obtained through county
forage renovation programs to upgrade
their yields and quality, said Allen
Johnson, manager of the Division of
Regulation and Inspection’s Hay and
Grain Branch.

The successful forage programs
have led to an increase in the number of

hay and haylage samples that the
KDA’s forage testing is processing,
Johnson said.

For only $10 per sample, a KDA
staff member will visit a producer’s
farm, collect samples, write a physical
description of the forage, and take a
digital photo should the producer
choose to promote his or her forages on
the Department’s Web site
(www.kyagr.com). The sample is tested
for energy, protein, fiber and moisture
content for either cash hay sales or for-
mulating feed rations for livestock.

For forage testing information, call
the Hay and Grain Branch toll-free at 1-
800-248-4628.

For 30 years, farmers from across
western Kentucky have traveled
to Daviess County in late Janu-

ary for Ag Expo, a daylong educa-
tional program and trade show.

This year’s event will be Jan. 28 at
the Executive Inn Rivermont’s Exposi-
tion Center in Owensboro and will be
held in conjunction with the Kentucky
Commodity Conference, an annual
meeting of the Kentucky Corn Growers,
Kentucky Soybean Association and
Kentucky Small Grain Growers.

“We’re excited that the commodity
conference is being held at the same
time and it offers us a chance to collabo-
rate and provide an excellent quality
program,” said Clint Hardy, Daviess
County Extension Agent for Agricul-
ture and Natural Resources.

The Grain Day Committee in coor-
dination with the University of Ken-
tucky Cooperative Extension Service
sponsors Ag Expo. The event annually
attracts between 800 to 1,000 farmers
from western Kentucky, southern Indi-
ana and southern Illinois.

This year’s program again will pro-
vide an array of educational tracks for
farmers to attend, including three sepa-
rate sessions on grain marketing.

New to the program this year will
be a section on forage improvement.
This has not been a focus before but
committee members wanted to offer
beef producers in the region an educa-
tional opportunity, Hardy said.

Utilizing expertise from the com-
modity organizations, one session will
provide an update on ethanol and
biodiesel while another will discuss
new uses for corn and soybeans.

Additional topics include rust and
aphids in soybeans, vegetable research
data, herbicide considerations in veg-
etable crops, soil management for
higher yields, Herculex corn and new
traits in corn, a legislative update, and
an overview of UK’s Agricultural
Weather Center and forecasts.

Registration begins at 7:30 a.m.
CST and you must be registered by
10:30 a.m. to receive the free lunch. The
luncheon speaker will be Jerry Carroll,
an agricultural humorist from North
Carolina. The commodity associations
provide the lunch. Educational sessions
begin at 9 a.m.  There will be several
breaks throughout the day to allow par-
ticipants ample opportunity to visit
with exhibitors at the trade show.

For more information on Ag Expo
contact Hardy at (270) 685-8480.
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Donna Madden, left, owner of Screamin’ Mimi’s Salsa of Lexington, shows one of her
many products to a visitor at her Kentucky Crafted booth last year.

More than 300 will exhibit
at 2004 Kentucky Crafted

Kentucky food companies will
exhibit their products before
both wholesalers and the pub-

lic at the 23rd annual Kentucky
Crafted: The Market in February in
the South Wing-A of the Kentucky
Fair and Exposition Center in
Louisville.

The Market is a combination
wholesale/retail event that features
more than 300 exhibitors of the state’s
finest food products, crafts, books and
musical recordings. It is a rare opportu-
nity for buyers to order directly from
the producers of Kentucky food prod-
ucts as well as traditional and contem-
porary folk art. The Market is open to
retailers on Feb. 26-27 and to the public
on Feb. 28-29.

For the 11th year, the Kentucky
Department of Agriculture’s Division of
Market Research will sponsor booths
for the Kentucky food producers.

“Our goal is to help these food
companies we sponsor sell their prod-
ucts and reach a consumer base that
might otherwise go untouched,” said
Elizabeth Smith, coordinator of the
“Kentucky Proud” Marketplace food
booths for KDA. “We are glad to see an
increasing interest in this food products
event.”

Many participants of past shows
have established contacts in other states
and other countries through their

exhibits at The Market, Smith said.
Food products this year will in-

clude cheeses, honey, country ham and
other pork products, jams and jellies,
barbecue sauces, pickles, Kentucky jam
cakes and other confectionery, candies,
salsas, herb marinades and vinaigrettes,
dip mixes, popcorn, bison products,
bourbon marinades, and many other
items.

More than 11,000 people attended
The Market last year. The event gener-
ates approximately $2 million to $3 mil-
lion in direct sales annually.

Along with the “Kentucky Proud”
Marketplace, the show features the
Kentucky Craft section, Kentucky music
and book publishers, and two-
dimensional art. The Market will
welcome 57 new exhibitors, including
three in the food section, 29 juried craft
participants, 17 out-of-state guest
exhibitors, two publishers, four visual
artists, one Kentucky organization, and
one Kentucky Wood Products Com-
petitiveness Corporation exhibitor.

The gallery section, featuring 48
exhibitors, is back for the second year
and is comprised of crafts and visual
arts that are one-of-a-kind and limited-
production items.

For more information on the “Ken-
tucky Proud” Marketplace and other
food shows or exhibiting opportunities,
contact Smith by phone at (502) 564-
6571 or by e-mail at
elizabeth.smith@kyagr.com.

By BYRON BREWER
Kentucky Agricultural News

700 head expected for
Kentucky Beef Expo
KAN staff report

KAN staff report

Technology on parade at farm show

WHAT: Kentucky Beef Expo

WHEN: March 5-7

WHERE: Kentucky Fair and

Exposition  Center, Louisville

New technologies and tried-
and-true farming equipment
will be on display at the

National Farm Machinery Show Feb.
11-14 at the Kentucky Fair and Exposi-
tion Center in Louisville.

Nearly 800 vendors will exhibit
row after row of brand-name products
and services for all aspects of agricul-
ture during the country’s largest indoor
farm show. There will be hands-on
demonstrations of the latest techno-
logical advancements and a selection of
free seminars in the South Wing Confer-
ence Center.

Equipment and services on display
during the National Farm Machinery
Show include: breeder services; build-
ings, sheds and fencing; chemicals and
fertilizers; computers and electronics;
dairy equipment; feed and nutritional
supplies; grain handling and storage
equipment; irrigation equipment; live-
stock handling and feeding equipment;
mowing and harvesting equipment;

planting, fertilizing and spraying equip-
ment; seeds; shop machinery and tools;
tillage implements; tractors and com-
bines; and trucks and trailers.

Admission is free and parking is
$5. Exhibit hours will be 9 a.m.-6 p.m.
EST daily.

The 36th Championship Tractor
Pull at Freedom Hall, sponsored by
Syngenta, will accompany the farm
machinery show. The nation’s best
drivers and their ground-pounding
machines – Pro Stocks, Super Stocks,
Modified and Alcohol Tractors, Two-
Wheel and Four-Wheel Drive Trucks –
will compete for a share of $200,000 in
prize money and the honor of winning
during the nationally-recognized event.

Pulls are slated for Feb. 11-13 at
7:30 p.m. and Feb. 14 at 1 and 7:30 p.m.

Last year, the National Farm
Machinery Show and Championship
Tractor Pull had a combined attendance
of 274,260 people.

For more information, log onto
www.farmmachineryshow.org.

The 2004 Kentucky Beef Expo, set
for March 5-7 at Louisville’s
Kentucky Fair and Exposition

Center, will feature top-quality show
heifers, donor prospects and herd
bulls for producers looking to im-
prove their herd genetics.

About 700 head are scheduled at
shows and sales
during the 2004
edition. The expo
is sponsored by
the Kentucky De-
partment of Agri-
culture and
coordinated by its
Division of Show
and Fair Promotion.

Breeds to be featured are: Angus,
Beefalo, Charolais, Chiangus, Limousin,
Maine-Anjou, Hereford, Red Angus,
Red Poll, Salers, Shorthorn and
Simmental.

The expo again will include a Pen
Heifer Show and Sale. Animals must be
10-36 months of age. The event features
both registered and commercial divi-
sions. The show is set for 2 p.m. EST
March 5 with the sale at 2 p.m. March 6.

A Prospect Steer and Market Heifer
Show will be held at 8 a.m. March 7.
The show is divided by breed, with a
top 5 for Kentucky-owned animals and
a top 5 overall. The show is open to all

4-H and FFA members.
The Junior Heifer Show will be

March 7 at 8 a.m. It is open to all 4-H
and FFA members. Winners are by class
as well as the top 5, sharing a “jackpot”
made up from entry fees.

For the third year, the expo will
feature the popular “Bull Alley” where
owners may exhibit registered bulls or

club calf bulls to
promote the ani-
mals or their indi-
vidual breeding
programs. The
bulls will not be
judged, and se-
men sales are per-
mitted. This year,

donor females also will be allowed in
Bull Alley. Displays will be March 5-6,
9 a.m.-6 p.m.

A Youth Judging Contest is sched-
uled for March 6, with registration at
7 a.m. and start time set for 8 a.m. The
event is open to all 4-H and FFA
members.

The Kentucky Cattlemen’s Associa-
tion will manage a trade show. Vendors
will showcase their products March 5-6,
9 a.m.-6 p.m.

For more information on the Ken-
tucky Beef Expo, contact KDA’s Divi-
sion of Show and Fair Promotion at
(502) 564-4983 or log onto
www.kybeefexpo.com.
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Kentucky Agriculture Commissioner

I would like to thank all of you
for allowing me to serve as your
Commissioner of Agriculture.  I

am truly honored to work for the
people of Kentucky in a position as
important as this.

Running for office is not some-
thing I thought I’d ever do.  I had
not planned my life and career
around it, but I could not pass up
the chance to give back to a Com-

monwealth and to a
people that have made
all of my dreams come
true.

During the cam-
paign, I promised to
surround myself with
good people.  I have
carried through on
that promise.  First
with the appointment
of a transition team
full of agriculture experts who have
provided me with invaluable sup-
port and second with a staff that is
experienced and eager to work.

There can be no doubt that
Kentucky’s agriculture community
faces many challenges.  Tobacco

farmers are moving to diversify
their farm operations; cattle farmers
face market uncertainty as we head
into this New Year, and farmers of
all scale and types find it difficult to
market their products.

But I believe we can overcome

these challenges by using our re-
sources as efficiently as possible,
building teams and coalitions to
solve problems, and making deci-
sions that have positive implications
for farmers not just in the short
term, but for years to come.

I have repeatedly stated that my
two primary goals will be to market
Kentucky products to people here in
this state and to people around the
world, and to develop a clearly
identifiable disease outbreak and
control plan.  I look forward to
meeting these challenges.

Again, I appreciate this chance
to serve the people of Kentucky.
May God bless our great Common-
wealth.

Kentucky Agricultural News
1-888-567-9589

An opportunity to give something back to Ky.
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Would you like to receive
Kentucky Agricultural
News at your home or of-

fice? KAN is free, and it’s easy to sub-
scribe. Just send your name, address,
and ZIP code to Kentucky Agricultural
News, 500 Mero St., 7th Floor, Frank-

fort, KY 40601; telephone toll-free 888-
567-9589; or e-mail byron.brewer
@kyagr.com. And don’t forget to call,
write or e-mail to notify us of a
change of address. Kentucky Agricul-
tural News is published every January,
April, July and October.

Ask for FREE Agricultural News

Leaders from three states ex-
changed ideas about rural de-
velopment during a summit in

Louisville in November.
Presenters talked about agri-

tourism, biodiesel, direct marketing of
farm products, bringing technology to
rural America, and many other subjects
during the three-day conference of state
leaders, producers and business people
from Kentucky, Indiana and Tennessee.

“It’s time we stop apologizing and
start promoting what we have in our
rural communities,” said Hilda Legg,
administrator of the U.S. Department of
Agriculture’s Rural Utilities Service, in
the opening general session Nov. 13.

Legg, of Somerset, announced
$1.2 million in telecommunications
grants from her agency to local govern-
ments in the three states. “Our youth
simply will not stay in rural America
without being technologically connected
to the world,” she said. “No rural resi-
dents will be left behind in the emer-
gence of the technology and
communications age.”

Rural communities must join coop-
erative efforts to prosper in the future,
Legg said.

Larry Snell, executive director of
the Kentucky Center for Cooperative
Development, said Kentucky agricul-
ture cooperatives generate between $6
million and $7 million in annual sales.
He said the KCCD and its sister agency,
the Kentucky Produce and Aquaculture
Alliance, help the co-ops purchase

inputs together to reduce their costs.
Darren Luttrell of the Kentucky

Soybean Association and Todd Barlow
of the Kentucky Corn Growers Associa-
tion touted the benefits of renewable
sources of energy to agriculture, rural
communities and the country in general.

Barlow said the Hopkinsville
ethanol plant will have 35 full-time
employees and generate $28 million to
$32 million in annual sales. He said
ethanol production nationwide was up
to 2.7 billion gallons in 2003 from 1.6
billion gallons in 2000.

“The ethanol industry is booming,”
Barlow said. “It has never been better. It
is growing by leaps and bounds.”

Luttrell said biodiesel, which is
made from soybeans, would reduce
U.S. oil imports, which were 2.7 million
gallons per day during the first half of
2003, and cut carbon dioxide emissions
by as much as 78.5 percent compared
with regular diesel.

“Biodiesel is good for the economy,
it’s good for national security, and it’s
good for the environment of our coun-
try,” Luttrell said.

Debbie Spencer of the West Ken-
tucky Corporation said more than 500
Kentucky farms offer some form of
agri-tourism. She said multi-agency
initiatives have been formed to help
Kentucky farmers make money by
making their farms tourist destinations.

The summit was sponsored by the
Indiana Rural Development Councils,
the Tennessee Office of Economic and
Community Development, and the
Kentucky Department of Agriculture.

Kentuckian Legg launches
rural development summit
By TED SLOAN
Kentucky Agricultural News

Hilda Legg of Somerset addresses the rural development summit Nov. 13 in Louisville.
Ted Sloan

A small-town ham producer
picks up the phone and calls
one of the nation’s largest

food distributors, wins an audience
with the company president and
makes a business deal on a hand-
shake.

A Hollywood producer would turn
down a script like that as too hokey and
improbable. This is the 21st century. No
one does business
that way anymore.

Jimmy Baird
does. Now his
Uniontown busi-
ness, Jim David
Meats, is in the pro-
cess of building a
new 25,000-square-
foot processing
plant to meet the
newfound demand.

Baird has succeeded by persever-
ing in the face of business setbacks, eco-
nomic downturns, and dyslexia, and
taking advantage of opportunities.

“God has led me in different ways.
I don’t know why,” Baird told a rapt
audience at a three-state rural develop-
ment summit in November in
Louisville.

Baird remembers every detail of his
life-changing meeting with officials of
Triad Food Group.

About two years ago Baird called
the Texas-based distributor and ap-
pealed to them to sell his hams. After a
little convincing, the woman on the
other end of the phone asked Baird to
fly to her office the next day. He packed
seven hams in coolers and booked a
flight to Austin, where the company is
based.

He met the woman at Triad and
told her his story: how he started out at
16 raising hogs, grew his operation to
500 sows, then bought a meat packing
plant, sold his hogs, and finally built a
hog kill plant. She asked him to wait

while she fetched the company presi-
dent.

While he waited, Baird unpacked
his hams and laid them on a cutting
table. When the company president ar-
rived, Baird repeated his story, and the
president began cutting and inspecting
the hams – one, then a second, then a
third, without saying a word. Company
salespeople wandered in, and the com-
pany president offered them a slice of
the ham before tasting it himself. Fi-

nally he turned to
Baird and said: “I
can sell 10 million
pounds of this
product a year.
When can you
start?”

Baird set out to
expand his process-
ing plant. Banks
were reluctant to
give him a loan

without either a contract with Triad or
$10 million in assets, and Baird had nei-
ther. He obtained a $520,000 loan from a
local economic development authority.

Baird’s products are shipped all
over the country. He obtains hams from
seven plants in mid-America to process
and sell as deli ham.

He is using a $950,000 grant from
the Kentucky Agriculture Development
Board to develop drug- and hormone-
free pork products using hogs raised by
Bardstown-area producers. His goal is
to sell the products in stores within a
280-mile radius of his plant under the
Kentucky Natural Farm label. He’s look-
ing at new products, including peanut
butter-flavored and pineapple-glazed
ham, and may add a slice-and-pack pro-
cessing line to process products for delis
and convenience stores.

“Marketing is hard,” Baird said in a
telephone interview late last year. “To
make a market takes years and time.
We’ve got a good product. Now they
(retailers) are asking for it, wanting to
put it in their stores.”

Uniontown business
ships ham nationwide
Jim David Meats adding new plant
By TED SLOAN
Kentucky Agricultural News

�God has led me in different

ways. I don’t know why.”
—Jimmy Baird
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Shannon Goodpaster

An FFA delegate watches the Kentucky Department of Agriculture’s rollover simulator in action at the National FFA Convention.

A record 51,338 participants at-
tended the 2003 National FFA
Convention Oct. 29-Nov. 1 at

the Kentucky Fair and Exposition
Center in Louisville.

Javier Moreno became the first FFA
member from Puerto Rico to be elected
National FFA President.

In addition to Moreno, the 2003-
2004 national officers elected during the
convention were: Secretary, Stacia
Christine Berry of Cheyenne, Wyo.;
Eastern Region Vice President, Anne
Knapke of Oxford, Ohio; Southern
Region Vice President, Christy
Windham of Laurel, Miss.; Central
Region Vice President, Amy Rasmussen
of Mead, Neb.; and Western Region
Vice President, Casey Hogan of
Stephenville, Texas.

A total of 2,788 American Degrees,
46 Honorary American Degrees for
teachers and 135 Honorary American
Degrees were bestowed during the
convention.

Orrin Holle of the Atwood FFA
Chapter (Oberlin, Kansas) was named
the 2003 American Star Farmer. He
raises more than 100 feeder calves and
has won the national FFA grain produc-
tion proficiency award. Holle has
earned an American FFA Degree and
plans to attend Kansas State University.

Amanda Beyer of the Waupaca
FFA Chapter (Waupaca, Wisc.) was
named the 2003 American Star in
Agriscience; Erik Blaser of the Oconto
Falls FFA Chapter (Gillett, Wisc.) was

named the 2003 American Star in Agri-
cultural Placement; and Joshua
Zeithamer of the Alexandria FFA Chap-
ter (Alexandria, Minn.) was named the
2003 American Star in Agribusiness.
The four finalists in each category re-
ceived $1,000 apiece from the National
FFA Foundation and the opportunity to

participate in an international experi-
ence tour in Costa Rica. The winners
each received an additional $1,000.

Also during the convention, the
Kentucky Department of Agriculture
unveiled its new tractor rollover simu-
lator. The device demonstrates the haz-
ards of a tractor rollover and the

importance of a rollover protection
system (ROPS). It is sponsored by the
Association of Equipment Manufactur-
ers; Kentucky Fire Commission, Fire/
Rescue Training Office, Dixie
Firefighters Association, and Whayne
Supply Agri-Business Division, Chal-
lenger Tractors; and KDA.

Attendance
record set at
convention
National FFA Organization report

Kentucky’s farm economy re-
bounded in 2003 from a disap-
pointing 2002 thanks to

improved cash receipts in the live-
stock and crop sectors, according to a
University of Kentucky College of
Agriculture economist.

Increases in 2003 were led by
sharply higher sales of row crops and
rebounding sales of horses following
the negative effect of Mare Reproduc-
tive Loss Syndrome, said Larry Jones,
UK agricultural economist. Sales of
grains and oilseed crops increased more
than $200 million while equine sales in-
creased an estimated $110 million from
a year earlier.

Other aspects of the state’s farm
industry also enjoyed a healthy year,

Jones noted during the Kentucky Agri-
cultural Outlook conference held in
conjunction with the Kentucky Farm
Bureau Federation’s convention in
December.

“Certainly the cattle picture is
much rosier than in 2002, and in row
crops we had better weather and some
pretty good prices,” Jones said. “We had
a sharp rebound in dairy. Sales of horti-
cultural crops and hay also registered
significant gains. So if you add it all up
we had about $3.6 billion in farm re-
ceipts in 2003. You’d have to go back to
about 1998 to find a comparable year.”

Estimated receipts for 2003 are 17
percent higher than a year ago with
crops showing a 21 percent increase
and livestock receipts up 41 percent.
Equine sales were the leading con-

tributor to farm cash receipts followed
by poultry. Tobacco accounted for $450
million in 2003.

 Net farm income was buoyed by
increasing crop and livestock sales, an
excellent growing season and generally
higher commodity prices for most agri-
cultural products. Farm income in Ken-
tucky in 2003 could be the second-
highest on record, Jones said, below
only 2000.

The forecast for 2004 is for gross
cash receipts to be near this year’s level.
Equine sales are expected to continue to
rebound while cattle prices will also re-
main strong. Poultry and hogs will see
some increases.

Grain crops in the coming year are
expected to decline 8 percent due to
some moderation in yield levels follow-

ing an excellent 2003, and tobacco is ex-
pected to decline to near $400 million.

 “We are seeing some increases in
input prices, particularly for fertilizers,”
Jones said. “The risk is that interest rates
will be higher. We’ve enjoyed record
low interest rates when you take out the
inflationary aspects, and I think the
odds are very strong that we will see
some interest rate increases in 2004.”

Government payments are uncer-
tain but Jones said he would not expect
them to be any higher in the coming
year than they were in 2003. “Overall,
we think 2004 from a net farm income
perspective won’t be as bright as 2003
because of higher input prices and
interest rates, “ he said. “We are looking
at an income that will be pretty much
the average of the past decade.”

UK College of Agriculture

Weather, prices boost Kentucky farm income in 2003
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Kentucky students in grades 1
through 8 are encouraged to
compete once again in the

Kentucky Department of Agriculture’s
Ag Day poster and essay contest.

Students are asked to write an
essay or create a poster related to this
year’s theme, “Agriculture: From Farm
to Table.” Winners at each grade level
will receive a $100 savings bond and
will be recognized at the annual
Kentucky Ag Day luncheon March 20.
Winners will be notified by March 8.

The Kentucky Agriculture and En-
vironment in the Classroom program,
which the KDA administers, helps
teachers instruct students about the im-
portance of agriculture by providing
training and classroom materials de-
voted to agriculture in the classroom.

“Agriculture is the nation’s largest
industry. It supplies food to every one
of us. In the classroom, agriculture can
be used to teach about the environment,
science, nutrition, health and more,”
Agriculture Commissioner Richie
Farmer said.

“The poster and essay contest is a
fun way for students to learn more
about where their food comes from and
especially recognize that Kentucky
farmers do important work that touches
all of our lives,” Farmer said.

Teachers should select the two best

entries in each contest from their class-
rooms. Entries must arrive at the De-
partment no later than Feb. 27. Entries
must be mailed to the Kentucky Depart-
ment of Agriculture, Ag Day Poster and
Essay Contest, 500 Mero St., 7th Floor,
Frankfort, KY 40601.

The Department is mailing contest
and entry details to teachers. Informa-
tion also may be obtained by e-mailing
rayetta.boone@kyagr.com or
teresa.laudermilk@kyagr.com, or by
calling (502) 564-4696. The contest rules
list a number of Web sites and other re-
search ideas to help students.

Posters should be drawn in color
with felt markers or paint; do not use
crayons or colored pencils. Each picture
should be 12 inches by 18 inches on
white paper, framed with poster board,
heavy paper or matte board. Total di-
mensions should not exceed 18 inches
by 24 inches.

Essays should not exceed 150
words for students in grades 1 through
3 or 250 words in grades 4 through 8.

Winning entries may be featured
on Department publications, including
KDA’s Web site.

In addition to sponsoring the con-
test, the Division of Agriculture and En-
vironmental Education has trained
nearly 2,000 Kentucky teachers in work-
shops promoting awareness about Ken-
tucky agriculture and the environment
in recent years.

This poster by Kelsie Ledford, then a seventh-grader at Stuart Pepper Middle School in
Brandenburg, was the Commissioner’s Choice winner in the 2003 poster contest.

The following essay was selected as the
2003 Commissioner’s Choice winner. It was
written by Emily Lucas of Louisville.

Kentucky farmers grow the best
food in the world.  How do I
know?   Because my grandfather

is a Kentucky farmer and I have eaten
his food.  You don’t know what a green
bean tastes like until you have eaten a
bowl of half-runners that has gone from
the vine to the stove to your plate.  The
only thing better than a plate of fresh
green beans is a plate of fresh green
beans with fresh picked corn on the cob,
freshly dug new potatoes and a fresh
red ripe tomato right off the vine.  Now
that is a meal!  The reason it all taste so
good is because it can be moved
straight from the Kentucky farmer to
the consumer in a day.  That means it

‘My grandfather is a farmer’
doesn’t have to be picked until it is ripe
and ready.

In addition to the great taste, there
are other benefits to buying fresh Ken-
tucky products.  Fresh products are
more nutritional because the nutrients
are not lost through shipping and re-
frigeration.  They are also healthier be-
cause they do not need additives and
preservatives to keep them from spoil-
ing and keep them looking good.

Buying Kentucky products helps
the state economy by keeping money in
the local communities.  It helps the
farmers to stay on the farm.  Also, the
farmers continue putting money back
into their areas.  It also helps the envi-
ronment by insuring the land will stay
green and not be turned to industry.
Fresh is the best.

‘Agriculture: From Farm to Table’ is 2004 theme
Winners will receive $100 prizes
By ROGER SNELL
Kentucky Agricultural News

Two burley tobacco buyers key in bids for leaf on hand-held computers during opening
day of the burley auction season Nov. 17 at the 4th Street/Gentry Tobacco Warehouse
in Lexington. The computer system has replaced live auctioneers at the tobacco sales.

Doug Thomas

Silent auction

The Kentucky Department of Ag-
riculture is helping Kentucky
farmers’ markets double their

advertising dollars while assisting
horticultural groups in developing
new markets through two cost-share
grant programs.

Farmers’ markets and other horti-
cultural businesses may apply for up to
$2,000 in matching funds in each of
three rounds in this program. The cost-
share monies cover advertising costs
during the coming year.

KDA is also partially underwriting
the cost of developing new markets for
the state’s horticultural products. Each
of three rounds offers up to $2,500 in
matching funds to the successful appli-
cant to help with travel costs. In the
past, this program has supported trips
resulting in improved market opportu-
nities for large and small farmers and
organizations.

For more information, log onto the
KDA Web site at www.kyagr.com or
contact your local county Extension
office.

KDA offers farmers’ market grants
KAN staff report
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Elizabethtown in July. “We divided all
the job opportunities the students could
possibly have in a restaurant. From host
and hostess to waiters and waitresses,
cooks . . . I was the manager. The kids
all took their jobs very seriously.”

Special restaurant dinners were
planned for Oct. 13-17. The event was
advertised on the radio and in the local
newspaper, and students invited special
community guests to attend. Parent in-
volvement during the project was at
“an all-time high,” Carman said. Par-
ents brought in food, helped prepare it
in the classroom, ran to the grocery and
delivered meals. In addition to the
meals provided in the classroom,
students also prepared carryout and
to-go orders.

During the dinners, students pro-
vided entertainment in the form of a
square dance and a play, “Bringing
Back America’s Small Farms.”

At the close of the week, the stu-
dents had raised $2,500 – $1,700 after
expenses. The money will be used to
pay for each child’s way on a year-end
field trip to the Newport Aquarium.

Carman’s primary (grades 2 and 3)
class began its studies in August by dis-
cussing various aspects of a commu-

nity, including agricultural products
produced in Breckinridge County. The
students then advertised on local radio
for produce that anyone was willing to
donate for their project.

“It was perfect timing because it
was right at harvest time,” Carman
said. “We ended up collecting corn,
cucumbers, tomatoes, squash, green
beans and apples.”

Food processing was the next
lesson as, on different days, students
shucked corn, snapped beans, cooked
tomatoes and peeled apples. The foods
also were incorporated into one of the
classroom’s learning centers. For
example, Carman would bring in the
cooked apples and the students would
grind them through a food mill, add
cinnamon and sugar, and then put the
sauce into jars. By the time the students
were finished with the food preparation
leg of the lesson, they had applesauce,
baked apples, bread-and-butter pickles,
dill pickles, creamed corn, corn-on-the-
cob, tomato juice, green beans and
squash.

The next stop for the processed
foods: Kountry Kidz Kitchen.

“The summer workshop put on by
KAEC was wonderful,” Carman said.
“It was one of the best teacher trainings

I’d been through, and I have been
through numerous training sessions.
There were many great presentations
and there was something I found useful
that I could apply to my own classroom
from each and every one. I found this to
be perfect since Breckinridge County is
such a rural farming area. Charmaine
and I left the workshop with so many
new ideas and materials that I decided
not to search for more teaching materi-

als. I had everything I needed.”
“Classes like those in Hardinsburg

Elementary are the reason our division
organizes teacher training and works to
entice instructors into attending our
workshops,” Boone said. “The resource
materials – such as the Project Food,
Land and People lessons – can be
utilized as a teaching tool to make the
connections about agriculture and our
environment.”

KAEC workshop inspires
student restaurant project
Continued from Page 1

A student serves a meal at the Kountry Kidz Kitchen restaurant at Hardinsburg Elementary.

Winter in Kentucky

This scene was one of more than 2,000 photographs entered in the Kentucky
Department of Agriculture’s 2003 photo contest.

Projects ranging from plant and
insect genetics to natural prod-
ucts innovation made 2003 a

banner year for National Science
Foundation (NSF) research dollars
awarded to the University of
Kentucky’s College of Agriculture.
NSF is the premier federal agency that
supports both basic and applied scien-
tific and engineering research.

NSF grants during the last 12
months to UK agriculture total more
than $5 million, the latest being a
$1.7 million “Project 2010” award for
plant genomic research.

“This grant to Art Hunt in our
agronomy department is the latest and
largest in a series of recent grants from
NSF,” said Scott Smith, dean of UK’s
College of Agriculture. “Such success is
indicative of the world-class plant biol-
ogy research being conducted right here
at UK.”

The award is for four years, and
began in September.

The list of NSF grants to UK in-
cludes a recent “Tree of Life Program”
grant of $1.3 million awarded to UK’s

entomology department to examine
relationships among a group of insects
that includes bees, wasps and ants;
$793,000 to plant pathology for exam-
ining chromosomes and reproduction
in fungi; $228,000 to agronomy for
studying regulation and transport of
plant sterols; $308,000 to plant pathol-
ogy for researching plant virus repli-
cation and evolution; and $176,000 to
agronomy for investigating metabo-
lism of glandular cells on the tips of
leaf hairs.

An NSF grant to the College of
Agriculture for $600,000 in January 2003
already has launched several new
initiatives in natural products commer-
cialization research, partnerships and
marketing.

“The natural products grant is
producing some exciting progress in
developing new Kentucky products
that are naturally derived from plants
or animals, such as medicines or food
flavorings,” said Smith. “In fact, the
College sponsored its very first state-
wide conference on natural products
innovation for entrepreneurs and scien-
tists last fall.”

UK gets $5M in NSF grants
UK College of Agriculture
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Angela Caporelli

Ky. prawns sold off-season in pilot project

Kentucky freshwater shrimp
producers normally sell har-
vests pond-side every Sep-

tember, a once-a-year, hit-or-miss
proposition.

Now a pilot project proves there
can be an alternate method and a poten-
tially year-round product.

Fishmarket Seafoods Inc. of Louis-
ville, the Kentucky Department of Agri-
culture, and the Purchase Area
Aquaculture Cooperative (PAAC) in
Graves County worked together on the
pilot project, which resulted in consum-
ers in December taste-testing and buy-
ing Kentucky Fresh Fishmarket Seafood
prawns harvested three months earlier.

Fishmarket purchased seven har-
vests and contracted with PAAC to pro-
cess and individually quick-freeze the
prawns. Sixteen-ounce bags with the
Fishmarket Seafoods brand and “Ken-
tucky Fresh” logo then were sold at
four Kroger supermarkets in Frankfort,
Lexington and Louisville. Each 16-
ounce bag contained 20 to 30 tails.

Tasting demonstrations were held
along with the sales, and holiday-
season Kroger shoppers provided a
“fabulous response,” said Fishmarket
owner and president Steve Smith. It
was the first time off-season Kentucky
prawns had been available in super-
markets.

Consumers approved the product,
said Angela Caporelli, KDA aquacul-

ture marketing specialist. “People were
pleased with the texture and the taste,
and Kroger sold quite a bit of product,”
Caporelli said.

Consumers also were pleased by
the product’s local origins. “People are
so receptive to it being raised in Ken-
tucky,” Smith reported.

Sonny and Mary Lou Cook of Bea-
ver Dam have two one-acre ponds.
Sonny produced 740 pounds this year
under contract to Fishmarket, who “just
came in and picked them up and wrote
me a check” at harvest time, Sonny
said. The Cooks thus had their payday
without the expense of having to publi-
cize and host a public sale or to “peddle
them to restaurants.”

Fishmarket trucks traveled 2,100
miles in three days to pick up their
prawns.

Individual quick-freezing gives the
product a high-quality, safe shelf life
approaching one year, Caporelli said.

Fishmarket next year hopes to sign
up 50 producers and market as much as
45,000 pounds of product, Smith said.
Next season the company will freeze
product itself from central and eastern
Kentucky, Smith said, while PAAC will
continue freezing western Kentucky
product. Much of Fishmarket’s product
next year, as this year, will be harvested
and frozen the same day. “You can’t get
fresher than that,” Smith said.

Smith said the upcoming produc-
tion year will be pivotal, building on
the hopeful beginning of this year. “No-

body had really stepped in to address
the marketing end of this whole
puzzle” before this joint effort, he said.

Mark Zerger of West Paducah said
producers need to strive for maximum
poundage, ideally the 2,800 pounds per
acre achieved at Kentucky State Univer-
sity. The Frankfort university’s nation-
ally pacesetting aquaculture program
has guided the development of
Kentucky’s aquaculture industry and
furnishes how-to information for get-
ting started as a producer.

Zerger re-entered farming last year,
raising 700 pounds in his one-acre pond.
In 2004, he plans to also raise very
young post-larval prawns, called PLs,
inside a specially designed building.

Prawns are part of a transition
strategy for many, including Tammy
Thurston of “Triple T ” farms in
Lewisburg, who first heard of prawns
at a recent conference promoting alter-
natives to tobacco.

The Thurstons received a grant
from the Kentucky Agricultural Devel-
opment Board to begin prawn produc-
tion, Tammy said. She and her
husband, Carson, sold part of their 700
pounds to Fishmarket Seafoods and the
rest to the public.

Information on getting started in
prawn production is available from the
Kentucky Department of Agriculture at
(502) 564-4983 or from KSU at (502) 597-
8104.

By JIM TRAMMEL
Kentucky Agricultural News

Year-round market is possibility

Steve Smith, left, and Robert Lambert sample Kentucky-grown prawns in Lexington.

KAN staff report

Cases of West Nile Virus in Ken-
tucky equine declined dramati-
cally in 2003 compared with

the previous year, the Kentucky
Department of Agriculture reported.

The KDA said 102 Kentucky equine
were confirmed with West Nile this
past year, an 80 percent drop from 2002,
when 513 cases were reported. A series
of cold snaps in late November and
early December eliminated mosquitoes
that carry the virus, essentially ending
the threat of West Nile for the year.

Department officials attributed the
decline in West Nile cases to increased
vaccination of equine and efforts by the
KDA, the state Department for Public
Health and other agencies to educate
Kentuckians on ways to minimize the
risk of West Nile. The number of cases
dropped even though 2003 was one of
the wettest years on record in Kentucky.

Of the 102 equine in the state that

contracted West Nile this year, 67 are
alive, 26 were euthanized and nine
died. Six were vaccinated in accordance
with the vaccine manufacturer’s recom-
mendation. In 2002, 131 equine died or
were euthanized in Kentucky as a result
of West Nile.

Hardin County had the most
equine cases in Kentucky this year with
eight. Fayette and Warren counties had
six each. As was the case in 2002, West
Nile cases were reported statewide ex-
cept for far eastern Kentucky.

The Department for Public Health
reported 14 human cases of West Nile
and one death due to the virus in 2003.
Last year, 75 Kentuckians were con-
firmed with West Nile, and five died.

Rusty Ford, equine programs man-
ager with the KDA’s Division of Animal
Health, said equine owners should con-
sult with their veterinarians about vac-
cinating their animals for West Nile
next spring and again in late summer.

West Nile cases plummet in 2003

Kentucky Governor Ernie
Fletcher announced on Dec.
30 that compensation checks

totaling more than $127 million
were being distributed to 159,000
Kentucky tobacco growers and
quota owners.

The compensation comes from
the 1999 Phase II settlement between
tobacco-growing states and the four
largest cigarette manufacturers to off-
set income losses farmers are ex-
pected to experience as a result of
changes within the tobacco industry.

“The tobacco settlement was in-
tended to help our farmers during the
difficult transition from the tobacco
economy,” Governor Fletcher said.
“This is the money that will diversify
our farm economy and help our

farmers explore new product areas.”
The December 2003 distribution

represents the fifth of the scheduled
12 annual payments from the Trust.
The agreement provides Kentucky
farmers $1.5 billion for annual pay-
ments through 2010. To date, the
Kentucky Tobacco Settlement Trust
Corporation has facilitated payments
of more than $462 million since the
establishment of the Trust in 1999.

Phase II tobacco settlement com-
pensation is provided equally for
quota, land and labor. Quota com-
pensation is based on crop year 2002
basic quota. Land and labor compen-
sation is based on an average of crop
years 1998, 1999, and 2000 effective
quota and actual marketing. This
average is referred to as payment
pounds.

Special to KAN

Tobacco farmers get $127 million
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UK team fourth in livestock judging contest
UK College of Agriculture

The American Angus Association and its publication, the Angus Jour-
nal, are offering three summer internships to college students who want
to learn more about breed association work. The paid internships begin
June 1 and conclude in mid-August. Application deadline is Feb. 14.

College sophomores, juniors or seniors may apply for an internship
in the Junior Activities Department to assist in the planning and execu-
tion of junior Angus shows and leadership events. College juniors or se-
niors may apply for the association’s public relations and
communications internship. The Journal also is offering an editorial in-
ternship to a college junior or senior who is pursuing a degree in agricul-
tural journalism or ag communications.

For more information, call the association at (816) 383-5100.

Agriculture Secretary Ann M. Veneman in December announced the
approval of 184 value-added agricultural product market development
grants in 40 states, totaling over $28.7 million. The grants will foster the
development of new products and markets for agriculturally based prod-
ucts. Kentucky was awarded 10 grants for a total of $574,630.

Authorized as part of the 2002 Farm Bill, the Value-Added Agricul-
tural Product Market Development Grants program provides an opportu-
nity to refine agricultural commodities and products to increase their
value in the marketplace.

Hopkinsville Elevator Co. and Union County Biodiesel were among
29 applications focusing on bio-mass and renewable energy that received
a total of $4.3 million in grant funds.

Funding of selected applicants will be contingent upon meeting the
conditions of the grant agreement. A complete list of the selected grant
recipients can be found at the USDA Rural Development web site at:
http://www.rurdev.usda.gov.

Anderson Circle Farm of Harrodsburg registered the most Angus
beef cattle in Kentucky during the 2003 fiscal year, the American Angus
Association announced.

The 10 producers that registered the most Angus beef cattle in Ken-
tucky recorded a total of 1,938 Angus with the association during the fis-
cal year.

The top 10 are: Anderson Circle Farm, Harrodsburg, 269 head; Davis
On The Highlands, Springfield, 244; Eaglestone Farm, Carlisle, 222; Stone
Gate Farms, Flemingsburg, 220; Matth Toebben, Union, 193; W.M. & J.D.
Wright, Paris, 192; Sam Moore Farms, Morgantown, 157; R.W. Keeney &
Son, Nancy, 152; Beauchamp & Alexander, Hardinsburg, 150; and Cane
Ridge Cattle Co., Paris, 139.

Breeders across the nation in fiscal 2003 registered 281,734 head of
Angus cattle compared with 281,965 in fiscal 2002.

Boyd consigns bulls to Denver sale
Special to KAN

Boyd Beef Cattle of Mays Lick, Ky., is among producers from 22
states who have consigned their top Angus bulls to the 2004 National
Western Angus Bull Sale.

The sale will take place Jan. 15 at the Beef Palace Auction Arena in
Denver, Colo.

The American Angus Association sponsors the annual sale. An
online sale catalog can be viewed at www.angusjournal.com.

The National Institute for Animal Agriculture (NIAA) will meet April
4-8 in Salt Lake City, Utah, to examine farmland security and other issues
facing the animal food and fiber industry.

A timely discussion of a national animal identification system for
rapid response to mad cow disease, foot-and-mouth disease and similar
threats will be presented. Other issues to be discussed include new plans
for custom and border protection, the future role of Plum Island Animal
Disease Center, and the proposed National Food Security Project.

Other groups that will meet in conjunction with the NIAA include the
National Assembly of State Animal Health Officials, National Johne’s
Working Group, and the National Animal Health Emergency Management
Steering Committee.

For more information, log onto www.animalagriculture.org or call
(270) 782-9798. The NIAA is headquartered in Bowling Green.

It may only be early winter, but the Commonwealth already can brag
that is has one team that has made it to the Final Four in a national contest.

The 2003 Kentucky 4-H livestock judging team finished fourth overall
at the national livestock judging contest Nov. 18 in Louisville. Two mem-
bers of the team achieved “All-American” status.

The team consisted of Brent Brockman, Taylor County; Shelley Wade,
Harrison County; Shannon Wade, Harrison County; and Michelle Ogden,
Hardin County.

They competed against 34 other state teams comprised of more than
130 individuals from across the country.

“This is the fourth time in the past eight years we have achieved a ‘top
five’ placing, and the second time in four years we’ve had two All-Ameri-
cans,” said Monty Chappell, team coach and a 4-H livestock specialist in
the University of Kentucky College of Agriculture.

Shannon Wade placed eighth overall and Brent Brockman placed 19th
among the 130 national contestants. The top 20 finishers received All-
American status.

A Hodgenville garden center won the $1,000 top prize for prominently
and creatively displaying its Kentucky Fresh trees, shrubs, garden mums
and other materials during October in a contest sponsored by the Kentucky
Department of Agriculture.

Lee’s Garden Center, owned by husband-and-wife team Scott and
Robin Lee, was grand prize winner in a statewide competition among re-
tail garden centers. The contest was part of the Department’s Kentucky
Fresh/Kentucky Proud marketing campaign.

The Lees said the display made their customers aware of the many
items the business sold from the local area during the fall. “They knew that
we grew a lot of our own things, but they did not know about the local
farms producing some of these other items,” Scott Lee said.

Entries were judged by staff members of KDA’s Office of Agricultural
Marketing and Product Promotion based on the use of Kentucky-grown ma-
terial, promotional efforts, variety of products used, and creativity. Award
monies came from a promotional grant the KDA received through the Ken-
tucky Horticulture Council. The Department sent participating garden cen-
ters free Kentucky Fresh banners and signage to use in their displays.

Springhouse Gardens of Nicholasville and Jackson True Value of Jack-
son were awarded second-place prizes of $550 each.

Third-place prizes of $300 each went to the New Mink’s Nursery in
London, Country Barn in Elkton, and Hillcrest Nursery in Richmond.

“This contest demonstrated to retailers that promoting Kentucky-
grown products increases sales,” said C. Hope Crain, KDA greenhouse and
nursery marketing specialist. “Consumers are looking for Kentucky Fresh
products, and this type of promotion helps consumers find them.”



FOR SALE: Registered Angus bulls and heifers.
Bulls eligible for 50% cost-share. Call nights
(502) 863-6342, days (859) 221-5958.

FOR SALE: AKC Labs. Absolutely beautiful.
Black or yellow. Shots, wormed. $125-$250. Love
people, hunting and swimming. Phone (270)
879-8708. Delivery possible.

FOR SALE: Registered English Shepherd pups.
All-purpose dogs, farm-raised. Shots, wormed.
Contact Janice Sallee, (270) 465-7848.

FOR SALE: South American llamas. Males and
bred females. Registered; some microchipped.
Assorted colors and wool types. Friendly, and in
excellent health. Call (606) 379-6040, or e-mail at
Dscbuis@aol.com.

FOR SALE: Lovable and friendly llamas, males
and females of all ages, breeding pairs, stud qual-
ity/pet quality males. Guard llamas for small herd
animals, sheep and goats. Over 10 years experience
and expertise will serve you after your purchase.
Call (859) 341-4188 or e-mail drycreek@fuse.net.

FOR SALE: Purebred Angus bulls and reg. An-
gus heifers. Pottinger Angus Farm. Call Randy
at (270) 324-3062 or Herman at (270) 324-3423 or
e-mail pfangus@juno.com.

FOR SALE: Polled Hereford bulls & heifers. (502)
348-4167. Moran Farms - Bardstown - Bloomfield.

BRANGUS CATTLE FOR SALE: Registered, pure-
breds and commercial black Brangus bulls and
heifers. EPDs available with several qualifying for
grant monies. If you are interested in decreasing
calving problems and pinkeye and increasing wean-
ing weights then you would be interested in
Brangus cattle. Circle C Brangus, Big Clifty, KY,
(270) 242-7006, susanc@aggressiveonline.net.

FOR SALE/STUD SERVICE: Horses/ponies (all
types), new/used trailers, metal roofing & siding,
Mule Kote Paint, new/used tack (over 30 saddles),
feed store (10% horse feed $4.25/50lb), Wrangler,
Panhandle Slim and Lucille clothing, watches,
childrens and adult cowboy hats,  chaps, ladies
western purses, boots, etc. Gray AQHA stud ser-
vice Poco & Easy Jet $200/$100. L&R FARMS,
1239 Morgantown Rd. (Hwy. 70), Brownsville,
KY 42210. Phone (270) 286-9465, (270) 792-6636.

FOR SALE: Club calves. Maine and Chi crosses.
Reasonably priced. Excellent quality. Call for
detailed information. Staley Farms, Sharpsburg.
(606) 247-2008.

FOR SALE: Simmental bulls, red and black,
polled and AI sired. Burton’s Simmental, Co-
lumbia, Ky. Phone (270) 384-5255.

FOR SALE: Registered Angus cattle, bulls and
heifers. Balanced EPDs. Fall Creek Angus,
Monticello, Ky. Call nights (606) 348-6588.

FOR SALE:  Registered and commercial Angus bulls.
Good lines, large selection, 3-7 years old. Contact
Jason Smith, (270) 846-4972 and leave a message.

FOR SALE:  Modern Simmental bulls — polled.
AI sired, solid patterned reds or blacks, great
EPDs. Chowning’s Wind Rose Farm, Berea. Call
(606) 986-3284.

FOR SALE:  The University of Kentucky offers
thoroughbred and quarter horses of various ages
for sale during the year. For information about
available horses, call (859) 257-7509.

KENTUCKY SAMPLER COOKBOOK is a cu-
mulative work of the members and friends of
The Embroiderers’ Guild of America, Louisville
Chapter and contains the embroidery chart for
the Kentucky Sampler pictured on the cover.
Great gift. Send $10 plus $2 postage to Judi
Smith, 4605 Southern Pkwy, Louisville, KY 40214.

COOKBOOKS: Over 600 pages in our 60th
Anniversary Recipe Book for only $12.72 (in-
cluding tax), plus $3 shipping, and our 65th
Anniversary Recipe Book with five years of new
recipes for just $10.60, plus $3 shipping. Buy
both for $21.20 plus $6 shipping. Proceeds fund
our college scholarship program. Order from
Warren RECC Recipe Books, P.O. Box 1118, Bowl-
ing Green, KY 42102-1118 or call (270) 842-6541.

MISCELLANEOUS

WANTED TO BUY:  Old barns, old log cabins
and old wood. Call (859) 294-0390.

FOR SALE – ANTIQUES:  1 shoe shine chair for
a barber shop. Oak bottom with drawer for
brushes and polish. Two tiers of marble and
chair sets on that. Foot rest for shoes. $650. Good
shape. 1 brass cash register, National Brand 1920
Model 313, works fine. $600. (270) 842-0430

WANTED – FISHERMEN –  Use Cumberland
River Farm Campground as your fishing camp.
Full hookups, hot showers. Boat dock approx. 1
mile. Shady beach area. Located on the lower
Cumberland River in Livingston County. Near
LBL and Paducah. (270) 928-2180 or e-mail
hmaupin@smithland.net.

FOR SALE: 22”x28” print of Lewisburg, Ky.,
Logan Co. – shows old Lewisburg High School,
Lewisburg Methodist Church, Mt. Pleasant Bapt.
Church, Lewisburg Bank, Gower drugstore, Old
Ranger Cafe, Diamond Springs Hotel. $30. Con-
tact Patricia Cauley Foster, 923 McPhereson,
Madisonville, KY 42431, (270) 821-0085.

WANTED: Kentucky State Fair programs, rib-
bons, other items with the name of KSF affixed.
Also, programs, books, etc. related to Saddle
Horses and Hackneys. Send item, condition,
price. E-mail tkccsa@aol.com or write Box 389,
Lexington, KY 40508.

FOR SALE: Custom sawn turnings – mantel
pieces – cherry, oak, ash, walnut.  (270) 427-4569.

SEEDS/PLANTS

BLUEBERRY PLANTS, Kentucky grown blue-
berry bushes. Kentucky Nursery License No. 85
A. Member of Kentucky Blueberry Growers Asso-
ciation, Inc. Low-maintenance crop with income
of $9,000 to $18,000 per acre average possible.
Larry Martin & Jean Daniels, Bluegrass Blueber-
ries, 8080 Subtle Road, Edmonton, Kentucky 42129,
phone (270) 432-5836, e-mail a61853@scrtc.com,
Web page www.blueberries.biz

FOR SALE:  Kentucky mountain saddle horses.
Reg. chocolate. Babies $2,000. Bred mares. Mares
with babies. Call (859) 987-7151 nights.

FOR SALE:  Registered full- blood Pinzgauer heif-
ers and bulls ready for service. Contact: Dickson’s
Pinzgauer Farm, Bowling Green, KY, (270) 529-
2962.

EQUIPMENT

PLANS TO BUILD YOUR OWN BAND SAW-
MILLS. “The Lum-BR-Jak” can saw up to a 30”
diameter log. “The Yellow•Jak•It” can saw up
to a 36” diameter log. Introductory  information
$3 U.S.A. or $4 Canada, U.S. funds only. Builders
plans/packets are $48.50 each U.S. or $51 each
Canada (in U.S. funds only). A builders 48 min.
video w/40-page supplement book , same price
as plans. Call or write Bill Reeks, 7104B U.S. Hwy
231 S., Cromwell, KY 42333-9605, (270) 274-3361.

PORTABLE BANDSAW MILL: 24 horse Honda,
36 in. diameter x 16 ft. length log capacity, 17”
throat depth, trailer package – $6,500. Will also
build to your specifications. Call Jonathan
8 a.m.-5 p.m. CT weekdays @ (270) 401-1529.

PROPERTY FOR SALE

HOME FOR SALE.  Located 1.3 miles from boat
ramp at Rough River. 2 BR, 2 baths, 2 large
porches, covered. 2 car ports. Large garage and
workshop. 4 acres. 2 ponds, one spring-fed and
stocked. Smoke house. Screened-in pool attached
to house. Call (270) 257-8102 or Priscilla, (270)
769-1211.

164 ACRE FARM IN LOGAN COUNTY: Fenced
and creek for cattle, deer, turkey and small game
for hunting. 20 minutes from Bowling Green,
very private on Old Greenville Rd with county
water available. Priced to sell at $179,000. Call
(270) 542-6844.

120 ACRE FARM FOR SALE, Williamsburg, Ky.
(Whitley County) 3-bedroom house, 1 bath, full
basement. Three ponds, 2 stocked with fish. Three
barns and other buildings. Creek runs through
property. Call (606) 549-2524.

BEAUTIFUL BUILDING LOTS. 10 left. All have
growing timber or market-ready Christmas trees.
One stocked pond; good hunting; approved for
septic systems; good aquifer approximately 400
feet deep. Meade County, northwest of
Brandenburg. Reasonably priced from $11,054.
Timber Trace, (502) 339-6455.

88-ACRE FARM, with barns, deep well, ponds,
and timber. Adjacent house on 18-acre hilltop, four
years old, 4,600 sq. ft. Timber Trace, (502) 339-6455.

HOUSEHOLD

I DO MACHINE QUILTING,  pretty designs. I
furnish batting & thread, reasonable prices. Mail
top & lining to me & I will mail back to you plus
postage. (270) 842-0430.

FOR SALE: Cookbook. $10 inclues S&H. A col-
lection of Family Favorite Recipes compiled by
the members of Mt. Lebanon Missionary Baptist
Church at Alvaton, Ky. Contact Michelle Corder,
1533 Cooper Dearing Road, Alvaton, Ky. 42122.

ANIMALS

CHAROLAIS PERFORMANCE YEARLING
BULLS. Sired by TT Real Stryker 1953H. Very
good EPDs with above average weaning and
yearling weights. Good pedigrees. $1,200 each.
Free delivery within 50 miles. River Ridge Farms.
Call (270) 528-3323, ask for Greg, or e-mail
glsweet@scrtc.com. Canmer, Ky.

FOR SALE: Registered service age Holstein bulls.
A.I.-sired from high producing, high testing
cows. Jm-Mar-D Holsteins, 3638 Trimble Rd.,
Adairville, KY 42202. Call Jim at (270) 539-9072.

TRAMMEL CHAROLAIS: Bulls, females, tops
in Kentucky. Bulls test for 10 years. Bulls available
with low birth weights and high weaning weights.
Reasonable prices. Fred D. Trammel, 527 Trammel
Rd., Bagdad, KY 40003, (502) 747-8864.

BOER GOATS FOR SALE: Registered bucks
and nannies, fullbloods and percentages with
papers, quality breeding and show stock, contact
Larry Cole, Cole’s Creek Boer Goats, Bowling
Green, Ky., (270) 777-0054 or (270) 535-0054.

ANIMALS: Boer goat does for sale. Top quality.
Starting at $600. Also, bucks for sale. Lillian H.
Kinsey, (502) 857-4778, lilys@iglou.com.

FOR SALE:  Maine-Anjou Bull, Black, NAILE Divi-
sion Champion, sired by Fear This. (812) 536-4574

FOR SALE:  Registered Border Collies – adorable
– well marked – black & white – shots & wormed
– (270) 465-7961.

50 BLACK OR BW FACED OPEN HEIFERS –
wgt. approx. 800 lbs. All shots & vet checked.
1/4 Hol – 3/4 Angus. Helm Farms, Perryville,
Ky., (859) 332-7912.

FOR SALE: Registered Boer goats; bucks and
nannies, fullbloods and percentage with papers.
Garden Gate Boer Goats, (270) 325-2972.

MINIATURE HORSES, for fun and profit.
AMHA registered. DNA’d horses of quality.
Reasonable prices. Jean Daniels, Forest Farm
Miniature Horses, 8080 Subtle Road, Edmonton,
Kentucky 42129, phone (270) 432-5836, e-mail
a61853@scrtc.com, Web page www.minihorse.ws

FOR SALE: Registered Angus bulls, A.I. sired,
EPDs that meet program guidelines, fully vacci-
nated, fully guaranteed, delivery available. Call
(270) 384-0327. Elk Creek Angus, J.M. Shelley,
Columbia, Ky.

FOR SALE: Registered Boer goats; bucks and
nannies, full bloods and percentage with papers.
Call (270) 749-4232.

FOR SALE: New Powder River Chute. Nine
cows and one bull. Excellent starter herd. For
details, call (270) 358-3758.

FOR SALE: Polled Hereford and Gelbvieh bulls.
Meet Bull Program standards. Clifford Farms,
(859) 234-6956.

FOR SALE: Registered Limousin bulls. Black
Polled and Red Polled available. Call Donnie or
Joey Massey, (606) 864-6961.

FOR SALE: Purebred Charolais Bulls. Hamilton
Charolais, Stamping Ground, Ky. Call Jim
Hamilton at (502) 535-6203 or e-mail
hamil535@bellsouth.net.
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Bath center will benefit eight-county region

By BYRON BREWER
Kentucky Agricultural News

Tobacco, cattle and hay are the
traditional agricultural prod-
ucts of Bath County. But a new

seed has been planted in this north-
eastern Kentucky community, one
that may sprout into profits for
farmers in Bath County and seven
surrounding counties.

Last May, the Kentucky Agricul-
tural Development Board approved
$692,500 in state tobacco settlement
funds for a proposed Bath County
Agricultural Education and Marketing
Center. This came on top of a $300,000
award in December 2002 and $10,000 of
Menifee County ADB funds at the May
meeting.

The Bath County Agricultural
Extension District Board, which has
spearheaded the Center’s cause,
secured matching funds in June 2002
through a $450,000 rural business
enterprise grant from USDA Rural
Development.

The following September, the
project received an additional $507,500
in Phase I funds and a $200,000 loan
from USDA Rural Development.

The Education and Marketing
Center will benefit 4,200 farms in Bath,
Bourbon, Fleming, Menifee, Mont-
gomery, Morgan, Nicholas and Rowan
counties by allowing farmers to market
their products directly to consumers.
The facility will include a covered farm-
ers’ market area with a storefront, a cer-

tified commercial kitchen with training
space, and a light processing unit.

“We have received a lot of support
from the other counties for this project,”
said Carole Rison, Family and Con-
sumer Sciences Extension agent for Bath
County. “I think their agricultural lead-
ers all sent letters of encouragement to
the Ag Development Board. And, of
course, Menifee County is contributing
$10,000 of its own developmental
funds. The support from Bath County
residents has been solid on this. Once
built, I think the center will be a model
for other areas in Kentucky that have
found themselves so impacted by the
change in tobacco’s fortunes as a crop.”

The 21,831-square-foot facility will
be located strategically off Interstate 64,

Tobacco funds
will help build
facility off I-64

allowing for a great influx of potential
buyers and sellers, Rison said. The Ex-
tension District Board expects the center
to generate enough money to eventu-
ally be self-sustaining.

Bath County’s Extension office will
relocate to the Education and Marketing
Center. This will meet a critical need to
“expand agricul-
tural education”
and provide a fa-
cility from which
to “promote Ken-
tucky-grown pro-
duce,” Rison said.

“Funding
was a problem
from the begin-
ning, but some-
thing else that
kept getting away
from us was the
right location,”
said Robert M. Bach, vice chairman of
the Extension District Board. “We
looked at several places. We always
wanted to have prime access to traffic.
When things worked out that we were
able to get these five acres at I-64 and
U.S. 60, it was the real beginning for
us.”

The Federal Highway Administra-
tion and the Kentucky Transportation
Cabinet agreed to allow Bath County to
use the five acres of excess property in
Owingsville for the project.

“From what we understand, it’s
estimated the location would bring
about 500 people a day on average to

the center,” Bach said. “That’s not
counting locals. This location was
key.”

Bach has been one of the chief fig-
ures pushing the project forward. A
full-time farmer impacted by the twist
in tobacco’s fate, he sees the benefits the
center will provide for his fellow Bath

County farmers
and neighbors in
other counties.
That has helped
him and other
project supporters
overcome the
odds.

Bach believes
it will take the
Center about
three years to be-
come self-sustain-
ing. Until then,
diverse groups

that have supported the project have
collected funds to keep it alive.

“For any farmer within the area,
this is going to be nothing but a win-
win situation,” Bach said.

“Every aspect of our community –
from the District Health Department to
the Chamber of Commerce to the Mini-
sterial Association – has been a part of
bringing this Education and Marketing
Center to life. We each had our own
jobs to do,” Rison said. “And this much
will be true of the center: Everyone –
not just farmers or the agricultural com-
munity, but everyone – will benefit
from it being here.”

Photos by Byron Brewer

Bath County Extension agent Carole Rison stands before the property where the center will be built. Interstate 64 is in the background.

Carole Rison explains plans for the Agricultural Education and Marketing Center.

�For any farmer within the area,
this is going to be nothing but

a win-win situation.”

—Robert M. Bach
vice chairman, Extension District Board


